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Sacrifices Made to Build the Kirtland Temple
Immediately after section 95 was received, Hyrum Smith began clearing the field where the temple would be  
built. Building the temple was a difficult challenge. There were only about 150 Church members in the area.  
They did not have the experience or skills to oversee such a large building. Constructing the temple would also 
put a financial strain on the Church and the members. Nevertheless, they went to work, and the Lord fulfilled  
His promise to give them “power to build it” (Doctrine and Covenants 95:11). Artemus Millet, a convert from 
Canada and an experienced masonry builder, moved to Kirtland and supervised the construction. Another 
convert, John Tanner, provided financial assistance at a critical moment. Men, women, and children in the area 
donated, time, labor, and resources to build the temple. (See Lisa Olsen Tait and Brent Rogers, “A House for  
Our God,” in Revelations in Context [2016], 167; Saints, vol. 1, The Standard of Truth, 210–11.)

• What are some sacrifices the Saints made to build the Kirtland Temple? What impresses you  
about these sacrifices?

• What are some sacrifices we can make to attend the Lord’s house?
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