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By Lucy Stevenson Ewell
(Based on a true story)
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Rosi was tired of feeling  
like she didn’t belong.

This story took place in the USA.

R
osi dropped her backpack to 

the floor. She had just finished 

her second day in her new class. 

And it had not been a good day.

“What’s wrong?” Mom asked.

Rosi slumped down on the 

couch. “Some kids in my class 

said mean things to me,” she said. 

“About my brown skin.”

teased. She was tired of feeling 

like she didn’t belong. She put her 

face in her pillow and cried.

What am I going to do? she 

thought. She didn’t want to feel like 

this for the rest of the school year.

Rosi wiped her eyes. Then she 

looked up at the little statue of 

Jesus that was on her bookshelf. 

Mom had given it to Rosi to help 

her remember Jesus.

Maybe I should pray, she 

thought. She got down on her 

knees and folded her arms.

“Dear Heavenly Father, I’m  

really hurting inside. My class-

mates are mean to me because of 

my brown skin, and it makes me 

feel awful. Please help me.”

ROSI’S TIPS FOR 
ROOTING  
OUT RACISM
RACISM is when people are 
treated unfairly because of 
their skin color or background. 
Here’s what you can do:
• Remember that you are a 

child of God.
• Treat everyone with love, 

kindness, and respect. 
Remember that they are 
children of God too.

• If you are bullied or if you 
see someone being bullied, 
talk to an adult. Stand up 
for yourself, but don’t react 
with the same unkindness 
that was shown to you.

• Share your experiences with 
others. Help them know 
they aren’t alone.

• Stand up for others who are 
being treated unfairly. Be a 
friend to them.

It felt good to tell Heavenly 

Father about her feelings. She 

knew He was listening. She felt 

warm and loved, like a soft blan-

ket was being wrapped around 

her. She felt that her skin color 

was beautiful. She was a child of 

God, and He loved her.

When Rosi finished praying, 

she had an idea. Maybe there 

was more she could do to help 

at her school.

The next week, Rosi and her 

mom talked to the people in 

charge of the school about what 

was happening in her class-

room. Rosi looked out for other 

kids at school who were being 

bullied and became friends with 

them. She tried to ignore the boy 

who teased her. And at church 

on Sunday, she shared her tes-

timony that Heavenly Father 

loved everyone.

Things at school didn’t get bet-

ter right away. But when it was 

hard, Rosi remembered how she 

felt during her prayer. She was a 

child of God, and she was loved. 

And because she knew that, she 

could do anything. ●

Rosi’s Prayer
But the next day at school, Rosi 

got teased again. One boy in her 

class was mean to her all day.

Rosi felt sad. But she also felt 

angry. Sometimes when he was 

rude to her, Rosi argued back. But 

it didn’t make her feel better.

One day when Rosi got home 

from school, she ran straight to 

her room. She was tired of being 

There weren’t many people at 

school who had skin the same 

color as Rosi’s, so she felt like 

she didn’t belong. But the teasing 

made her feel a hundred times 

worse.

Mom looked worried. “I’m 

sorry,” she said. She gave Rosi  

a hug. “I’ll talk to your teacher 

about it.”


