Choices for Eternity, Part 1

My purpose tonight is to make sure that your eyes are wide open to the truth that this life
really is the time when you get to decide what kind of life you want to live forever. Now is
your time “to prepare to meet God" [see Alma 12:24; 34:32]. ...

Every righteous choice that you make here will pay huge dividends now. But righteous
choices in mortality will pay unimaginable dividends eternally. If you choose to make
covenants with God and are faithful to those covenants, you have the promise of “glory
added upon [your head] for ever and ever” [Abraham 3:26]. . ..

The adversary, of course, does not want you even to think about tomorrow, let alone eternal life. But
please don't be uninformed or naive about the opportunities and challenges of mortality. In that spirit,
you need to understand three fundamental truths that will help you prepare your future course: . ..

First: Know the truth about who you are. | believe that if the Lord were speaking to you directly

tonight, the first thing He would make sure you understand is your true identity. My dear friends, you

are literally spirit children of God. You have sung this truth since you learned the words to “I Am a Child
of God"” [Hymns, no. 301]. But is that eternal truth imprinted upon your heart? Has this truth rescued you
when confronted with temptation?

| fear that you may have heard this truth so often that it sounds more like a slogan than divine truth. And
yet, the way you think about who you really are affects almost every decision you will ever make. . . .

...Who are you?
First and foremost, you are a child of God.

Second, as a member of the Church, you are a child of the covenant. And third, you are a disciple of
Jesus Christ.

Tonight, I plead with you not to replace these three paramount and unchanging identifiers with any
others, because doing so could stymie your progress or pigeonhole you in a stereotype that could
potentially thwart your eternal progression. . . .

There are various labels that may be very important to you, of course. Please do not misunderstand
me. | am not saying that other designations and identifiers are not significant. | am simply saying that no
identifier should displace, replace, or take priority over these three enduring designations: “child of God,”
“child of the covenant,” and “disciple of Jesus Christ.”

Any identifier that is not compatible with these three basic designations will ultimately let you down.
Other labels will disappoint you in time because they do not have the power to lead you toward eternal
life in the celestial kingdom of God. . . .

Make no mistake about it: Your potential is divine. With your diligent seeking, God will give you glimpses of
who you may become. (Russell M. Nelson, “Choices for Eternity” [worldwide devotional for young adults,
May 15, 2022], broadcasts.ChurchofjesusChrist.org)
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