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Learning about Moral Courage by Contrasting Jesus Christ and 
Pontius Pilate
For background to this account, read “John 18:29. Who was Pilate?” and “John 18:29–36. Why did the Jewish leaders bring Jesus 
before Pilate?” in Scripture Helps: New Testament.

Read John 19:1–16, and contrast the words and actions of Jesus Christ and Pilate. Record under the proper heading what you 
learn about moral courage.

Pontius Pilate lacked moral courage because … Jesus Christ demonstrated moral courage by …

Discuss the following questions:

•	 What do you think kept Pilate from acting with moral courage?

•	 What can we learn about acting with moral courage from this experience in the Savior’s life?
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