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The Watch 
Problem
“You never play with us anymore!” 
Liam said.

By Mandy Hanks

A true story from the USA.

W
illiam ripped open the package and held up his shiny 

new watch. It was finally here! He was so excited. He had 

worked hard to earn the money to buy it, and it was worth it.

He strapped the watch onto his wrist and started scrolling 

through its screen. There were so many cool games! He tapped 

on a dinosaur game and started to play.

The next day at recess, William showed his watch to his friend 

Liam. “Whoa, cool!” Liam said. He watched William play games 

on it for a while. Then he asked, “Want to play kickball now?”

“Maybe later,” said William. Liam ran off to play, and William 

sat under a tree to play the dinosaur game.

At recess the next day, William played with his watch again. 

Liam ran up to him. “Are you going to come play?”

William looked up from his watch. “No, I want to keep playing 

this game. Maybe later.”

Liam frowned. “But we always play kickball at recess!”

“I just want to finish this game,” William said.

Liam turned and walked away.

The same thing happened the next day. And the next day. On 

the bus ride home, Liam sat next to William. “Why didn’t you play 

with us today?”

“I was just playing a quick game on my watch,” William said. 

“I’m so close to passing the next level.”

Liam folded his arms. “You always play on your 

watch. You never play with us anymore!”

William felt his face get hot. “Recess is the only 

time at school that I can play my game,” he said. 

His voice was getting louder. “I can do whatever I 

want during recess!”

Liam looked upset. “Well, then we aren’t friends 

anymore!”

William didn’t say anything after that. He turned 

to the window so Liam couldn’t see his face. His 

eyes stung with tears.

When the bus got to William’s stop, he ran 

home as fast as he could. He plopped onto the 

couch and started to cry. He wished he’d never 

bought his watch.

“What’s wrong?” Mom asked.

William sniffed. “Liam said we can’t be friends 

because I always play on my watch.”

Mom sat next to him. “It sounds like he thinks 

you care more about your watch than you care 

about him.”

“That’s not true!”
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“I know you care about Liam.” Mom gave him a 

hug. “But the way we spend our time can show what 

we think is most important.”

William thought for a moment. “People are more 

important. But can’t I play on my watch too?”

“Can you think of a way to do that?” Mom asked.

William nodded. “Maybe I can play kickball with 

Liam at recess, and only play with my watch for a 

little while when I get home from school.”

“That’s a great idea.”

The next day at school, William found Liam at 

recess. “I’m sorry I played too much on my watch,” he 

said. “Can I play kickball with you again?”

Liam grinned. “Sure!”

When it was his turn, William kicked the ball and 

ran as fast as he could. He could hear Liam cheering.

His watch could wait. It felt good to be with  

his friend. ●

“Take an inventory of how you spend your time and where you  

devote your energy. That will tell you where your heart is.”

President Russell M. Nelson, “We Can Do Better and Be Better,” Liahona, May 2019, 68.


